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Page '26. + 
How ro apply abſolute. promiſes to thy ſelf, thong hey 
.. are made indefuirely wirhoar condirion, 


A notable diſcove of 5 unwilli eſs in the ſoul, 
- co ſeck Godin the ſtrifeſt ſolemn ſervices; beforeir 
.....entreth into them : 'Wearineſs of them, while they 
. laſt; nd nck, hen they are ended. ho 


Afound confuration of. TS $a Hereticall Arminiae Tenet, 
C15 Thatthe ſtrength of of Grace] is to. be. got Tore 
Zen ion an 


{ 


* 
£5 (CE £2 " o 
*y 45 © BEERS Et bs YE it IRE es 
Mey : bv ; 
Yd % + 5's £6. 0; xt & 2 
| $6 5 
X 


ons 


e of 


_—CF 


* 
4 


T7 TS 


- 


| | bycame 


Page af: 

gy herd tn tl ten 
Omerimes, r Spirit cauſed 
| , "or Gods Spirie. | TP 
-All which falf Caſes , (and woo were. ther collat + 
iſſue from their ſi ; | 


pz ti ; 
to thee, he ſame Spirit o of Tue 
mind, which indited every line in it; 


P 1 I do dire to leave thee at the Th Grae 
| of Chrift , with the'Father of all Cimfort'; vhar rhou  maie 
receive the Peace of God which paſſer all iinder rRlandings 
and be crowned with j0y unſpea\able, and full of glory 
1 ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
\ ; 
rin SS - 
% Ie 1 
bined ow che ouſe in | ths Ces 


ht 6 


I IR 2 


+4 


L7'Y g y il 
þ Fs 


he pri ot TS 


Of ors br ing th m_ —- 

the lamentable ruines of che { [, nd ſeeming graces 
2 of many men. y_by being race ina c _ os 
calm, calle pegiornnany "= irhi 64 ich 4546/4 yd] oy ON 


© , 6 Es, 
+. "and F- LES , 
's on ', u TCR LL 
y £ SF"; 


fruicfull ftran hs of hens the Eooad « mercy. "For 
1 never ws tr man kept from ſecret putrefation and 
corruption, that was nor uſually falted with ſuch temp- 
rations ( cſpecially-in a Chriſtians Sopremiſiip } 
which uſually preſerve himentite tiff death. And 
fore (Dear te Yaint not , for Jeſas Chriſt will ll vie a 
tof our prelent Chaos : and coufub- 


= S 5 
ya = to EE without ha+ 
| ieving It 4i an ng Four of ger 

pry Trees, poormernn oj wager ach nerins 
which pmanbeh heart is diſquieted,aud 


Tit oryoursy pan 


honeſt yer plain man, o an able Miſe ce, -who''in. . 
ing his condition d. wing were no, 


TITS SOT D nomuncy ate 2 


V. 


wy 


'mcin nn | 7 


ET —— 6 
. 5 
. " n f 4 
8 S 0. » OY” 
pn oy 0 E 
ry Y 
: , __ F \ po] & 
F: I 4 " &+- 
- þ 4b "4 T2 4 


** 
* 7: 


- is healch/2o! make #. diaryed 
4 Ee afbortaſn of'S was. 
3 1 v0 IG aCcir 4ar of Satan, 
f } 
i 


Et him ar that time ; he had murdered his body, 


| our of conſcience ro\ſaye bis ſoft; and. : enreeth | 

. racez and do! thikdcheſe were the: avhmny + 
[| | Sie wen (het zs== 4 IR 

' - | CESI $ 11Ke $0ns , 

; | chelr eller? G 
; | famee _ 

S | Civilts 3 
n ; 

» --F t how to know when ſuch religious pious thoughrs 

> | come. rel ie del amb ee 
+ intoan, Angell of ligh as yd well 1 _— 


*7 


4, = 


« 


- 


A WRT Tn THWw 


A FR, SG bans SS 26 8 ee 
SC: <0; P f Ns , mw” Shs n 
E "Ip- $ s 
" £ =_ 
” S = 
; 
» —_ 
- 


- 


Lagh end, 1nd, heneej not from Go 
i p42 Ol Mb v1 dt a 


aw their own ſpiric! S415 2 179 - IR | 
yer ir was 60. 


eNi23 Tobe ſeen of 'men;- BY 
2: Ifrhey did an of thew abhoe this 
pens and: in their | hor this] opinionrof 
linefſe before Godz and hence: oe Chriſt:ivenithendchds 
Irem , in giving Almes, that they ſhauldmor let the righe 
hand- know:what their. left hand doth:: art qr Hung 
will do good afts, leſt they ſhould by the negle& of them, 
think chem thypecrijtes., - and' {a be: troubled for chem 
Chrift would have ws not4o take wodiceiof-what wedo 
for ſuch an cnd-. | t 5:il 239 | 
"I atanch tor che highs animared ad ciickecd from Gods com+ 
higticr-meaſure of holiaefle for glorious - 
» Withour a wartanc from the Word, is the more * 
ſordid. ſuperſlition : Chriſt healed che Leper,, when he 
charged him with anger co tellno. man;, he no :que+ 
ry oy cud.) publiſhed the-miracle the more 3 


this was a g60d motion 3-but ir was fiofollin him, being | 


croſs to Cy pom # when Chriſt would on 


Erich Rigs an bo 


— Dn ads. IB 
4 


AT ITEIS > LG nd ot a at a a 


rs Ds 4 | 


_ Hat 


#9 | ven inet Folie. rit x 
| g- fried XD him thang 

c things ,.it.15 the Spirit 
= | in uch a ſeaſon that - God., 
My NT other occaſions, its foci 
| | ts when God ſc 
230 Þ-- oyments, ſo. ir 74 reſp | 
Mm? Tt your, {elf .ro be, ib i 
pus | Koen 10 A in.Ci (yer 
ore 


b; 0m ER bur the 


| Fa xr the Lord never calls you to.two.di 
he rd of the ther make the on. 
Err >... 


Al  Givill afaire ap. Cn iT 
Code 


Bb os gn 


Nile, your bids you Tags you ke with the thier / [then 
taht rerurned to friends , ane TY the other 

SEE SIIOES: 
welcom, an wit ne ,, 2nd enus.- 
you ha: prevednehher, bur p A nog Itis foi 
this caſe , World hr ee ou are our ſtran; Gd | 
they muſt be ſpoke "with , qo wot and pres 


calls us ro he with rhe other, 

borh ar onetime, in one place , 

= h br RD ith EF, 1 Ot . good 
ma ark nor with them yOu Hou 23 


the Ford Jeſo ES ew 4 you ſhall 
bis —_— wiſely you walk + LIE 
Mor nec to fear'auy grieving oft 
His IF yor park kay ! > moſt Fea. 

YOU | 


pe 


+ REAP "a. 

= s & Þ N : 
P. £5 

CE 2 + Þ® B25 
4 S. ' | 

| » 3 

p 'S ; 2 

> af 1 F< ' 

” =. 

1 Ka - $ 
« v2 6 
c 3 
4 # 45” s 
w RH p RY”, 
: i '$- 
Pi 2& ”" 
. "I 7 28) 
V p 
$A 
bo 
5 mY f ; 
: # - 
: ” 

* } 
q , 
* 

1 "hr 
Ls 
> B29 
k 
hg 
> 
- 
F* 
1 J —_ 
- 
» * nu 
* 9) 
b . 
L : X 
I : 
» < 7 c F 
»4 
J * 
g 
2 
$1 
* = 
4 


«2 


TD his SL 
IG, (4: 


£4 


2 


t 3 a . b \ WT ah ig 4 OS 
"——_— - F $ * 7 R fo 


bo 4 ® T7 * . q k 4 ; ( A ; - R P : 
ad "\ " 40 A Y > : "= ” as P v ” Y 4, 4 % — . E ? 
$0 v - + d | 
0 . » L T1 ; ” 
"5 , b ; 


a 


Tx 

% » #8, » 
S £24 ; T4 X#£ 

| . 4 A " "SF I "_ » 


” 


vo it 3 


—— 


*s 


Fs 


* 


1 2 
v 


4 4 
* 6S-- 


no 


: 


a ol Sn one hubs ah 


*_ 


bez err ee OY 


? > p 'v F-30 dee” i . » | : 
: | | % ors " off 
ws j--M EF. 4 þ--M 0, 46 eB eG ono ' 5 8 


Ma Snare 


7 » WW © 
Ly + 


p TT oh v4 
—.-. 


121 nor, condemn me. be SEN os dh AIST? 
(igri le grooe, Ge Ix, ba - 


eNNCAL 


Bender £ 


c—_— 
wy 


o 
» 


Ry 


Y.-oh, 


- 


- 


an" 3 =. 


es 
4 

ds. Iv» 
” 


© 


ors Bp ofa Wo 
<1. 
=» 


Ly 


+ 


eats 


us 
: 


Sd. # SeZ# 


53a 


Ld Sc # Ip» 
{ B's | Ha” 
N x 


» & 
s & 


F : wn, Dx x 35. _ 5L, * 


q #3? as | ", .- ' 2 a 
Ne is eithe - DT LTOITND oof 52 WHEL 
OY FR es8 bo SLETIE OF greater God then the Link, 
bo 4 þ ( # Ta 4 * L; Y "Es Pe en” y © ## ">. is. « 4 Y £ . b 
'# * / f . p 


$ b 3s 3 
% » 


-”% 


Ruth. 4- 


. tO rmoggs ro rranſcend, the 


od Gul eur ame. "he 25a nature 5 wget out- | 


nds to live | 


_ ph inp nana pry no rig 


refer ny (a2) cj Fa == 
ele rlerene we vii athey throogliche l 
by the Holy:Gheſ dra 


- BurI have waded too > Guetin this Diviniry, the clear 


kno of which. is reſcrred for us. i heavens Bur 
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Prayer,l conccive,under as it dorh-nor exclude 
any ofthe God-head, ſoirs ohiefly er down there, 


not ſo much to denote the Perſon of the Fath on ma 
feftion of God as a Father tous hisSons by Chriſt, w 
we are to beleeve in our firſt 6 Ir vn 
of any: Farher $0 his 
: whenwe come to call upon him for 'thofe fix things 
wrt ge 19v+in for thioſe three ends; king-, 
dome, 6 ven and glory, which the Prayer concludes | 
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arly convince the ſcul, that the immiorrall; inviſi- 
{ moſt hoty,God, that dwellerth in anuhapproath- 
7] able light, hath ſerour Himſelf to teſcen, or made him+ 
ef only viſible; in Jeſus Chriſt, forharhe would have no 


pg | imanlook upon him any other wayes, thau ashe kath- re- 


vealed himicif in his Son ; In whom (though inall other 
&earures his veſtigia and foor-ſteps are co be icen)) as he is 
God, the face of God:is to be ſeen, which no creature is 
able co behold, bur there, being rhe brightu_fle of his 
gloxy, and the expreſfle Fmage of his Perſon, Heb.1. 3. 
' And'as he is man, the very hearr of God, both in reſpet 
__ of affeRion, and will to be ſeen 3 So that in and through 
Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially his humane narure, the glory -of 
the great God breaks our like the Sun through the cloues 

| moſg bright y.inreſpe of us,and theretore in and through 
' his hnmane nature we are only to behold God, in whom 
 allthara Chriſtian defires ro know, is to be ſeen; which 
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| Chrilt, Epheſ. 1.9. Heb, 7,25. Jobn 5.22. You ſhould neyer | 
have heard the ſound of the Goſpel, nor never have had | 
day'of Patience, nor never have. heard of Gods Ordinan- 
ces to find him in, nor never have beegcomforted, ; pry 
ned, calarged, affeted by Gods Ordinances, were it not * 
for Jeſus Chriſt, che efficacy of 'whoſe blood, and power. - 
of whole glorious intercetiion, doth at the very inftanc 
you feel any good in Gods Ordinances, prevail wirh God 
the Father for whar you feel; for the Father loyeth the 
Son, and hath put all things mt» his hands, John 4- 35s. that 
all men mighc honour the Son ; all the three Perſons plot- 

. ring chiefly for the honour of the ſecond 5-(o that-you may 
ſee, nay you are hound to beleeve, at: the time you feel 

our heart ſavingly affeted in any Ordinance now, the | 

Lord Jeſus who is art the right-hand of God in Heaven; 
who is now in his glory , now he remembring\ me' 
a poor. Worm on earth, now-I fec! the frair of, his 
death. O wiat a miſerable forlora wretch had I bEen, 
were it nor for Jeſus Chriſt ? Merey could never have 
helped, enlightened, comforted, quickened, aflured, en- |_ 
Jarged me,nnd Juſtice could never have relieved my dead, | 
bloudy,perifhing loſt Soul, had it not been for Jeſus Chriſt, 
whole Spirit, power, grace, comfort, preſence, ſweetneſs, 
I caſte, drink, and am fatisfied abundantly with, and now 
do enjoy. EEE | 
 OhSir, me thinks the fad meditation of this, ſhould 
make you in all Gods Ordinances, where you are apt to 
fay you go immediately to God, to haſten ſuddenly in 
your thoughts ,affe&ions, praiſes,to Jeſus Chriit. Nay, 'me 
thinks you ſhould ſpeedily have your heart elevated and. 
lifted up to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſay, I receive this,'and raſte 
this from Jeſus Chriſt,” Oh, bur this is but a taſte of the. 
hony-comb with the end of my rod, and if this prefence of 
_ Spirit I feel-now be fo ſweet, what: is himſelfe |- 
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thing, by baniſhing laviſh e. 
of you, and:want of everlaſting love towards you: and - 


then you know love will -you ſpeedily to him ; amor 
- rw 7ro pres nay ran thr you have been a ſtrauger | 
T to. C yet reſtore” the love of Chriſt to life ;again: an | 


your Soul, and when you come to his Ordinances. 
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does AS Oo EE Woe Ae ee ee done” ion. 
yer | he dwells, your Soul will.make irs firſt enquiry for him» - 
had | neither will it be ſatisfied rill ir hath ſeen him, as we do 
an- | rhem welove, towards whom we have' been greareſt - 
not | _ Your fifth trouble is, you know not how to apply ab- gueſt. 5. 
wer. -| ſolute promiſes to your (elf; as in Heb. 8. tecauſe they are | 
anc made. indefinicely without condition- Conditiouall pro» 
50d | miſes you ſay you can, if yon can finde the qualification _ 
_ ; rhar gives you right ro the good of the promiſe within 
nat Qu, ' 
lot- . This vſcfull fruirfull queſtion, how ro apply abſolute Anſw] 
nay | promiſes to ones particular, deſerves-a larger time and 
feel |- anſwer, than now in che midſt of perplexities, I amable, 
the | yet willipg, togive. For when the Lord ſaith abſoturcly 
en, | withour condirion,that he will take away the flony-hearr, 
me | and he will puthis fear into his peoples hearts, &c. and 
his theſe kind of promiſes are made to ſome, not to all,to theſe 
en, | only whom the Lord will, aud in generall to his people, 
ave | Hereupon the Souls of many Chribians, eſpecially tuch 8s 
ens | queſtion Gods love rowards them, are moſt in ſuſrence : 
ad, | and therefore when they complain of the vileneſſe of their 
iſt, | hearts,andſirengrh' of rheir lufts, let apy man tell rhem 
eſs, that the Lord hath undercaken in the Second Covenant, 
ow | to heal their back-ſlidings, and ro ſubdue their iniquities, 
they will hereupon reply, it is crue, he hath promited in- 
deed to do thus for ſome abſolurely, though chey have no 
' good inthem, bur I that feel fo vile a heart, ſo rebellious 
a nature, will he do this for 'me, or no? aud thus the Soul 
floats above water, yet fears it. ſhall fink at laſt, norwith- 
ſtanding all that God hath ſaid. 1 will anſwer therefore 
briefly cheſe rwa things in generall. _ | 
1. 1 ſhall ſhew you to what end, and for what: uſe and ' 
purpoſe God hath made abſolute promiſes, not only to 
— themthatbe for the preſent his people, bur. to them that 
' .inreſpe& of their eſtates and condition are not. - - | 
_ 2. 1 ſhall ſhew you how every Chriſtian is to make uſe 
of them, and how and when he ought © apply them. For 
the firſt of. theſe, 
-- 1. Firſt; 1 conceive,that as in reſpe&t of God himlelf; 
| 1. To raiſe upthe Soul of a helpleſle, ſinful curſed, loſk . 
| Gancrinhisown exe3,0 locks hope (ar kaſi of _ 
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21d help from the Lord. For thus uſually every mans Soul 
is w:ought, to whom the Lord doth inrend grace and 
mercy : he firſt turns his eycs inward, and makes him to 
fee he is ſtark naughr, and that he hath nor one dram of 
grace in him, who chought hinſelf rich, and wanting no- 
thing before, and conſequently, that he is under rhe curſe 
and wrath of God for rhe preſent, and that i! the Lord. 

ſhould bur ſtop his breath, and cover his face, andtake + 
him away, which he may caſily do, andi to be feared 
he will, that he is undone forever. Hereupon the Soul 
15 awakned and falls to his Kirchin-phyſick, as I ſpake be- 
fore, prayes, and hears, and amends, and ſtrives to grow 
better, and toſtop up every hole, and to amend ir ſelf of 
every fin, bur finding ir ſelf ro grow work: and worſe, 
and perceiving rhereby that he doth bur fiirre, and not 
cl:nſe rhe puddle, andrhar it is not amending of nature' 
that he muſt acrain rv, bur he muſt beleeve, and make a 
long arm to Heaven,and apprehend the Lord Jeſus,( which 
ſo few know, or ever ſhall enjoy ) and hereby quench 
the wrath of God; I ſay, finding he cannor do thus, no, 
Nor no means of themſclves can help him to this, here- 
upon he is foi ſake of all his ſ-l? wiſdom. and of all his 


vain hopes, and now fits down like a deſlate Widdow, * 
. comforrlefle, and forrowtfull, and rhinks there is no way 


but death and hell, and the w. ati of a diſpleaſed God to 
be expetted. And 1: any ccme and rell this Soul of Gods 


mercy and pitty ro ſinners, f faith he, its true, he is even | 


infinitely merciful] unto them who are rent for their ſins, 
and thar can belceve, bur that | cannot do, and am ſure 
ſhall never be able for ro do, and therefore what cauſe 
have | but tolic down in my ſorrow, and toevpeR my fa- 
tall ſtroke every moment? Reply again upon this Soul,and 
eel! him, that though he cannor bclecve , or Jooſen his 
hearr from in, yet thar che Lord hath promiſ-d ro do it, 
rhar he will ſubdue all his iniquitic;and he will pardon all 
his fin, and that he will cauſe men ro walk in his wayes, 
8c. True, faith the Soul ayam; he will do thus for his 
own people, and for them he jtach ch ſex, bur T never had 
a dram of grace in my heart, and thre isno evidence that 
the Lord is mine own, or that | am his:*Here (again the 
Soul lies down, unrnill the Lord diſcovers ro the that 
he will do theſe things'for ſome rha; have no grace; or ne- 


yer had grace, for ticſe promiſes were made to'1uch. - 


Hereupon rhe Soul thinks thusz Theſe promiles are 
| | ; | made 


Las h..OQ0a2 ww... 


| eſolune promiſes. 
J |  madefor ſome that are filthy, for why ſhanld God poure' 


cleav watcr upon them? «tor fome thar' be hard-hearced, 
for why ſhould he promife to take away the ſicny-hearc 
from them? &c.. and # unto ſome ſuch, andIT being ſach a 
one, Wity may not the Lord potiibly inrend and include 
me, ſecing hc hach not by his promife excluded nor ſhur 
me out? Indeed | dare ncr fay he will, bur yet how do I, 
or men,or Angels knew, but yet I may be one? Hereupon 
Hope is raiſed to life again ; ſceing God hath undertaken 
the work for the vileſt, it is pottible he may do it for me, 
now when 1 am vile and can do nothing for my felf. And 
thus you way fee the firft cnd and ufe of abfotute promi- 
ſes, ro be as it were, twigges rouphold the finking Spi- 
rits of hopet. flc, helplefic,, diftrefled Souls. 

2. TheSecond End and Uſe of them is this. To create 
and draw our faith in jcfus Chriſt in the promiſes. For as 


" the Law hegets terror, fo the promiles beger baith. Now 


no conditionall promiſe firſtly begers Faith, becauſe he 
that is under any condition of rhe Goſpel,in that man there 
is a pre-ſuppoſed faich. Irs Gods abſolur® promiſe that 
firſtly begers faith, fer faith is nor aſſurance, bur the com- 
ming of the whole Soul to Chriſt in a promiſe, Fohrt 6.35. 
And thea the Soul beleeves in Chrift, when ir comes ro 
Chriſt, now rhis God works in the Goſpel. Firft rhe Soul 
is raiſed up by hope. And being raiſed, ir Secondly comes 
ro Chriſt, which is faith, by vehemenr unntterable defire. 
And being come to him, it Thirdly cmbraceth Chriſt by 
prof as thus the match is made,and the everlaſting knor 
is tied. R 

Now as yon have heard, the abſolute promiſe works 
hope of relief from Chrift : and if'it works hope, it alſo 
works a defirc, or comming to Chriſt by deſire. Oh! thar 
thou Lord wayldft honour thy grace,thy power, thy love, 
thy promiſe, in helping me a poor caſt-away. And thus 
faith is creared( as ir were )by this abſ-lurte promiſe : for it 


' cannor but move the heatr of any one vhar ever felr his 


want,to cry mightily to the Lord for help, if he hath any 
hope,feeing the Lord hath promiſed ro do irfor fome. Oh 
faith rhe Soul;that thou wouldſt doit for me : And ſurely, 
were itnot for this abſolure promiſe of God,no Soul would 
defire, becauſe he would have no hope to be (aved, or to 
ſeek for any thing as fromthe hands of God. And thus you 


; + ſee to what end God makes, and to what uſc a Chriſtian 


way putrheſe abſolute promiſes. | 
SY 2. For 


20 Of applying the 


How to apply fſjjan may apply theſe promiles. 
abſolute pro- Þ anſwer, cvery Chriſtians either, 
miſes. 1. Within Covenant with God,and knows ir, or 

2. Within Covenant with God,and knows it not, or 

3. Out of Covenant indecd, for his preſent eſtate and 
condition, yet he 1is7n fieri, or making rowards it. 

1. 1f he be in Covenant and knows it,then you may eafi- 
ly perceive how and when he ought to apply promiſes tin- 
to himſelf,for he may boldly conclude, If God be his God, 
then all the promiſes of God ſhall be made good unto himz 
zf he be a Son of God,he may boldly challenge arall times - 
at the hands of God, ( nay in ſome reſpeRs, at the hands 
of Juſtice ir ſelf) che fulfilling of God the Fathers will de- 
livered in the ſeverall Legacies of the promiſe bought by 
the blood, & ſealed by the ſame blood of Jeſus Chriſt, thar 
they may and ſhall be made good unto him, that is clear. 

2. Secondly, If hebe in Covenant,and knows itnor,and 
queſtions henee whether Godis' his or not, and conſe- 
quently,whether the promiſes belong unto him : then the 
rule is to be obſerved, Jet him ſo ſue and ſeek for the good 
of the abſolute promiſe,” untill by refle&iug upon his own 
ads, herem he perceive himſelf adorned & dignified with 
the qualification of ſome conditional promiſe, and rhen' if 
he can find the condition. or- qualificati- n within himſelf, 
then as you judg and write,he may conclude,that the con- 
dirionall promiſe belongs to him,and if one promiſe, then 
ajl Gods pronuſes,and therefore that abſolute prom ſes are ' 
his own,becauic at leaſt one conditional promiſe i. For no 
unregenerate man is within the compaſs of any one' condi- 
tional prom of grace, unleſs you will ſay he is under 'the 

everlaſting love of God,the promiſes of grace being but the 


& the glorious certain execution of that love in time. The 
promiſe being chg break day of Gods moſt glorious-love, - 
which muſt ſhine our in time. INT ON 


ſoſcek for the good of abſolute promiſes, as therein to find 
my ſelf within the compaſs of ſome conditional ene... - © 
' Tanſwer, 1c is done chiefly by three as. '; © ..... : © 
1. By being humbly contemted, that ſeeing the Lerd 
hath ablolurely promiſed ro: work and: do all pA the Soul 
he intends for to ſave, even. when it can do nothing for it ] 
&1f,and that he hath caken the work into his own hands. : 


Ed 
- ,-- 


” 


4 + 


. ſo * 
4 3H - © o 
% PR EE * 
- a CORES? 47 FORE po 
: p 2x 4 4 is 4 BAIN 7 
# 8 97 


2. For the ſecond ching (viz) How and when a Chrt- 1 


n 
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mid-way between the eternal purpoſe and Aecree of love, } 


0bjeF. " But here 08 will ſay is the difficulty, viz.. how I ſhould { 
"+ bg] Wit 


WW WW I 4 \{ 


abſolute promiſes. "ANTON 


ſothat it is his promiſe, offer, office-and honour to do all 
that therefore you lie down, not ſlug giſhly, bur humbly at 
the feet of God,& contented ro i, 5 co be your-God, 
and for ever to be diſpoſed of in any thing by God,it he wil 


' fulfil his Covenant in you,contented to part with any ſin,if 


he will rend it from you,contented to know any truth if he 
will revea} it to you, contented ro doany duty,if he will - 
enable you, contented ro-ſhine bright with all his glorious 
graces,if ne will create and maintain them in you, conten- 
ed to bear any evil,if le may lay his hand under your head, 
and thereunto ſtrengthen you; and ſo ſeeing the Lord pro- 
miſed to undertake the work for ſome, pur out the work, 
& put over your Soul ro him, that he would fulfill the good 
that his Covenant promiſeth in your ſelf. Now when you 
do thus, which (no queſtion ) you and many a foul, doth, 
many times retlect upon this at, and (ce if you cannot or 
may not find your ſelf by ic under the condition of ſome 
conditional promiſe,and if you do, then are you bound to 


" believe all Gods promiſes are and will be Tea and Amen 


unto you. _ Now that you do ſ@by this aft, it (cif ſpeaks 
plainly, for how many conditional! promiſes are maWro: 
the meek? Bleſſed are the meek , Mat.5.and to the humble? 
whom God will raiſe up. For this is not ſaving-meeknel*, 
ro be quietly contented to be, or to do,or to bear any thing: 
thar-the Lord will have me from mine owa ſtrength and 
feeling, but to be, to do,or to bear any thing that the Lord 
wilt have me, if the Lord enable me. Many a ſtout heart 
would gladly have Chrif,bur if he cannot have him in his 
own termes,v7z. Chriſt and his luſts,Chriſt and the world 
ro0,or by his own/ſtrength and power, he will have none 
of him,bur deſperately catts him away,and faith, what ſhall 
Hook after himany more? I cannot pray,l cannot believe, 
I cannot break.this vile and unruly will,chis ſtony ad; manc 


| hearr;thus the pride of a mans heaxt works. Now he that 


is rruly meckned and-hunmibled, he: is contented gladly to- 
have God his Gad,and Chriſt his Redeemer,and that upon 
Jeſus Chriſt his own termes. Firſt, on hisown Coven une 3 
now what isthat? why ir is this, I will give you the good, 
and:work in you the condition rogy. I will give, you my1c1;;,; 


- and therfore will nor ſtick xo give youan eyero lee,and a 


heart to receive too. This is the Corenantznow hereupona. 
humbled Soul accepts of Chriſt according co his Covenaue, 
on/his own trermes thus,viz.uponthargondicion Lord;rthae 


thoy wilt humble megrcach me, p« {wade me, cauſe DE tO 
NEEDING | = © a believe, 


R —_ 


Of applying the = 


rented plaaly and joyfully: ro have thee, do therefere 


who comes norro him on theſe rermes, If you will 


for you; bur being utterly unable ro curezor to know 


mej*and ſo do any thing with me. | 


to yon, ſecing that they are made to ſome, /and that 


Wd, 


afhrnmative anſwer. from the word. Foriwhart is.this 


Chrift- (as 1 ſa 


biit that all theſe/a>ſvInte onevare'ypurs allo?. - 1, . 
:- 21 Therthird a&# this, -Sceing-God hath pramiſe 
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believe,and in every thing to honour thee; Lord,T am con-: © 
what. 3 : 
chou wilt with me. Juſt as a ſ:ck man tells his Phytician, 


make : 


your fclfhalfwhole, th: n 1 will cure you;and do the reft | | 


how: 


to cure himſelf, hecells his Phyſician, Iam content yow : 
ſhould begin and perfe& rhe cure,and ſo honour your {kill - 
andlove in me,to be contcnted to. rake any thing if you. 
wittE&ve t me.,and if | offer to refiſt thar, you ſhould bind+ | 


- 2. The ſecond at &;, carneſtly to. long and: come-:to; | 
Chriſt, ro cleave unto. Jeſus Chriſt 'by ſrevenr and ardent. } 
deſie, thar he wonld make goodithole abſolute: promiſes; | 
they. F* 
do nor exclude you; for when you pender wcll, and ice | 
what wondertul great things the Lord premiſech roſome,; © 
whefe heart cannot but be ſti:red up to ftay;as that woman | 
m another.cate, Lord;give me of that-water to drink; andias YJ 
theyjn the htth of John, Lord,evermore grue ug that bread?. , 

IATPdoing this,retieft upon the ſecoudaR, and lee it,uns - 
to it,no condiri/ nal promiſe-belongs, and you ſhall fnd ans } 


Tara 
ing aſter the good, not of ſ. me(which wauy hypccrites do) Þ 
s bur of all the promifes;/but that whichche. Scripture:calls 
thiiſting?who are cormanded to come and drink'of the Wan . 

fers »f life freely, Tha. 55: 1, 2 and hupgring?rowhich all 

good things are promiſed; Hat.s.6. andiw hich comming te 

le even now.)" who hark-giventhis as the. 

firit froir-of etErnall el-Hion,and which kind £:people he 
will never caſt aways/Zoba 6.37. Now! when you ſee: cheſe 
preniiſes belonging unto youp why dare you norcanclude 


- A £7 
dab- 
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folarely ſuch good*things/in the Second /Covenant;burhath 
hot fer down the rime-when, /or. how much-graco-he will Þ 
give 4! and ſeeirg oh hecah help, therecore lookup, and 
wair:upon-the Lord'in che uſc ot all known 'means,. untill 
he makes good whartretath promiſed ro do,and perfotm, 
and:work for you. Say as-teggars tharhave but one-dboy xo. 
o70.forbread.if none hear,or hearing kelp not;lay:them- 
lelvesdown-at the: door, andiay,'t wilt waithere,:1::am 
fare -periſtif I go away, or quarrel with them-in/'the 
houſe; becauſe they help me not ſo foorras I wenld, NF 1 
TELE Se = , £7 Y | f z: 4 Cre» 1 Fa 


therefore I will wair, for ir may be their conpaſſions may 
move them'as they paſſe by ro help me.” So do you, Many 
# Soul comes and longs for the good'of the promiſes, bug. 
if the Lord do not ſpeedily help him,he goes with diſcon- 
ragements, fears,and diſconcents, or deſpair, or fin, away, 
and ſaich-one of theſe rwo things,cither I ſhall never have 
help;or l-come nor truly, and hence | feel no help. Oh re 
member that bread is only to be had ar the door,to be di- 
fiributed when the Lord ſeeth need, nor when we would, + 
or think we have needjand therefore wair here and ſay, if + 
I-periſh, kere'T will, atthe feer of God, and at the feer of 
the promiſes and covenantof God, 8&c. TH SOT 
- Now retlett upon thisa&, and ſee if you may not finde 
ſome conditionalpromiie annexed unto ir, which ſurely 
you may;- and I will name:you but two, Tſe. 49. 29,30,31» 
and Jja. 64. 4. and if ' the conditionallpromile.belongs to 
fach a Sout,you mayeafilyiconclude the abfolare promiſes 
are your own, & the chiefeſt uſe you are co make of them 
when you know themthar they are your own, is co preſs 
God to make them good'daily royouzl ro believe aggrily 
& really, as if you had the performance of thew,- chaFthey 
ſhall: it may be:you will aſk me,how ſhall I know whether 
I have chelc conditions truly in me ? 1 ankwer, faceriry is a* 
very witnellinggracexhe frequent meditation of the Scrip- 
ture will-give you tauety tight, ro Judge of: the ſincerity of 
themgand thar which Saint Paul ſpeaks, 1:407012.42. I fay 
urito you, We Feve not received the ſpirit of the world, but of 
God, whereby we know, (or may know): the things that are 
freely givent6'us Gag2Þ 545155 553 mY 99 7 OR 


' 3: Thirdly,ifhe be our of che Covenant,bu Yer God be- 

_ gins'ro-wark. with ſome eommon-work of his grace upon 
him : all that I would fay-unto him, and all the-uſc he can 
make ofſuch abſolute. promiſes,confiſts in theſe things. 

1. Let him, conſider the. freenefle of Gods promile, 
whereby he may.beftirred up toconceive ſome. hope -it 
may*be-made good to him.in time... For.the promiſe is very 
free andlarge;\ excluding none (except thoſe that ſm ug». 
pardonably.): be their fans: and natures never. fo vile Fefore 
God;and;yetnotincluding any by name, for thar is in the 
condirionall promiſe : pow uy inch ſuch an. one is to make 
this uſe. of jr, who.knows bur the Lord nay Pt 
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yof the | 
dury,but rather of his vile heart, to think of, __ talook Þ}. 


2. Lef him eonfider the worth and price of Gods pro» 
miſe bought by blood, and for which ſome men would : 
give a thouſand worlds for the benefit and comfort ofgand 
hereby raiſe-ap his heart, as by the freeneſs of ir to hope, 
ſoby the price of it to eſteem of the thiig promiſed above 
pearls, and all the honour and pomp of the world. - 
- - 3. Let him confider the fulnebs of the promiſe, which 
5a plaiſter as big as his ſore, juſt anſwerable to all- his 
wants, nay infinitely more large than his wants. And 
{urely theſe three things will draw his heart to long for 
the promiſe, and then you know what is conditionally . 
promiſed and bequeathed to them that thirft : For ſimi-.. 
lirude is the ground of love. Now .whin the fulneſſe of 
the promiſe is ſeen, there will appear ſuch a ſuitablnefſe 
and fitneſle of the promile to his ſoul,” that he cannor bur 
long for it.'' Thus much for the fifth trouble. EEE 
Your fixth trouble ſet down in two heads, put into one 
for brevity, viz. ſecret unwillingnels to ſeek God. in the 
ſtricteſt ſolemn ſervices,before you enter into them; weart- 
neſs of them white they laſt, and glad when. they are gone: 
the reaſons which you mention are,partly fear of nor uſing 
them aright, together with melancholy, and laſtly, the 
tricneſs of them. 61 y 119 17 254 ON 
Ir is very true; there is abundance-of wildneſs. in Qur 
hearrs,which naturally ſeek to have their liberty abroad,g& 
cannorendure to be pent in-thenarrow room of holy per- 
formances,exrraotdinary duties, &c-no more than children 
can be pentup from their play. :.- And hence it is weary of 
them,and glad to think of their departures and ends. . And 
truly it is one of the moſt grievous miſeries thata holy 
heart can feel;and | beſcech'the Lord of heaven and:carth 
to keep you,and me,and all his forever, while weare here . 
in our valley, under the ſenſe of ' fneh- diſtempers, as our 
greateſt wiſely: And therefore me thought ir was a folemn 
ſweet ſpeech of an honeſt man to his friend, who young 
himoppreſſed with fuch difempers as{you'mentien, ; 
perceiving him ro Yroop under them, he came chearfully 
co him, and ſuddenly ſaid unto him, can tell you good news, 
the beſt that ever you heard,viz Aſſoon as ever you arem Hear 
ven, you ſhall ſerve chriſt withoutwearineſs * Which words 
well thonght on, revived the mai. | Thar which I would 


to you, I referre to theſc things. '». 


- I. That a child of God is never uſually wear 
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npon, that in the dury Chrifts yoke 1s eafte,” and his burthen 
obr, to him that rakes it on his neck, and purs his Soul un- 
der ir. The dury nakedly confidered'in it ſelf,is glorious 
in his eyes,and ſweet ro his Soul, and hence ſometimes ne- 
ver well, but when he confiders his dead, blinde, barren, 

and ſenſeleſs heart that he is to carry tothe duty, and that 
he fears,and hath felt will abide with him in rhe duty : © 
this grieves,here the Soul pincheth. An Hypocrite is weary 
of the duty a child of God rejoyceth in it, but he is weary 
"of his ſin;and unfayourineſs and wearineſs in the dury. I 
perſwade my ſelf, Sir,that you may ſoon miſtake your ſpirit 

herein : you think*you are unwilling to:come to the dury; 
- and are weary of it, when indeed,it is your glory, joy, and 
loye 3 bur it is becauſe you fear you can do it no better,thar 

' troubles you, that you have ſuch a vile heart in it. And if- 
- your trouble be from hence, the good Lord increaſe it in 


- . you dayly 3. and withall, blefſe the Lord and fay, Lord, 
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chough 1 am weary of my vile heart, in theſe dayes of hu-' -- 
miliation,in theſe Sabbarhs, yer I blefſe thee, the daies and 
duties themſelves thou knoweſt are dear upto me, It is not 
Lord becauſe I am weary of thy, Word, but becauſe 'T can 
do it no better,I am'weary of my ſelf, and this vile heart; 
here'is much ſove iggſuch a ſpirit to the Lord. And believe 
it Sir,your love watts not its recompences,and remember, 
that rhe Lord” reſpe&s you nor according to your durics 
done, but according to your love in them,and to them. And 
therefore thoſe duties you are aſhamed ro own, the Lord 
will not be aſhamed to crown. | 
' 2. Conſider, you muſt and ſhall be baited with rheſe 
diſtempers of heart,ſometimes more,and ſometimes leſs, as 
loug as you live.” Ir is part'of Pexls body of death which 
- he muſt carry with him, till he come co bary himſelf. - 

' 3- Thoſe means which may help you to be freed from 
them (alittle at leaſt) are theſe among many. | 
_ I. Be but truly and really,nor by firs and darkly,ſcafible 
"of rig. men in deep miſeri ieries, are not unwilling to be 
helped our. ** WON: ; $ :? 
' . 2. Judge ye not rigorouſly of God,as though he were a 
loc bigs Ri God,as he did of his maſter whole talent he 
ad,and hence never improved ir; bur lookupon God as. 
having a Fathers heart and affe&ion rowards you'n' the 
meancſt and greateſt performances which is double,cith 

engrh to do what you cannot "(IT can 'd all 


to give you 
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exgh Chriſt) or having come to him for it, 208e- 
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| | Streugth of Graces © 1 | 
cept of what you weuld do for him,as if it were done; and Þ 
this will make you joy in- the pooreſt performance: that |} 
though it be never ſo full of vileneſs, yer the Lord our of 


his fatherly love, acceprs of ic as glorious. 


dication,the ſenſe of Gods love to yeuin Chriſt,and in eve- 


Cy duty that he ſets you about, and [ove will love and like 
the yoke,and make the commandments that they ſhall nor _ | 


grievous to you. 


Thus I have brictly done with your new tronbles which F 
'/you mention, you ſay, becauſe you may not have the like 
opportmity of wricing again. It may be ſo,and therefore T 

_ Have deſired to ſatisfie you, which 1 beſeech- the Lord -} 


himſclf to do. 


Neyt you come toreply to my firſt Letter, of which, 1 1 | |. 


Havekept no copy, as | never did of any, and hence may 


and do forget what I writ then unto you. So mucti light as | 
your Letter lends me to bring things to mind,I will gladly * 


take, and be moxe brief ia aulwer. 

You finde the ſirength of grace to be got in you rather 
by argumentation, than inward communication and iatin- 
ence «riſing from the union to Chriſt. And this troybles 


JO! 
To which 1 anſwer theſe three thillgs. 

- F.That as the old ſiaful nature is communicated from A- 
Cen the firſt to us, withour any argumentation: ſo the new 
naure, which is the ſecd;foundation, and plot of all grace, 
3s dittuſcd into us by the ſecond Adam when we are unt- 


_ tedev him, withour argumentation. Ir is only by divine 


I's 


42e, all of it is from che blood of Chriſt, which by argue 
Ls \ ,  -** mentation | 


operation. The Lord leave not me,nor any friend [ have, 
bo 4 naked Arminian illumination and perſwaſion. | 
2. That to the increaie of thoſe habits, and drawi 


our the acts of the new creature, the Lord is pleaſed to ule 


moral! and ratiogall periwafions, as in the inſtance you 


gave, Chrift died for us, then hence the love of Chriſt con- 
-Nraines : bur remember withall,lt is nortche bare medira- 

tion, or ſtrength of reaſon or perſwaſion, that elicirs ſuch 

Sivine and noble as in the heart and affeion,bur it is the 
blood of Chriſt prinkling theſe ſerious medications, that 
makes them work ſucit graces in the Soul; which I'might. 
few ar-large : which blood is the ſalve, though argmen-+ 
tation is:che cloath or leather to which it ſlicks, and by 


hich ir is applyed z but from ſuch leather comes no ver- 
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dT mentation healsthe Soul. For if ir were nakedlyia the 
t 2 argumentation to ſtir your heart, and to work ſtrengrh- of 


- grace, wharſhould be the reaſon that ſome times you are 
'$ . no more moved by all your argumentations, than amoun- 
- $# tain of brafſe is by the windes? why ſhould rhe ſame truth - 
-Y affe& you ar one time, and not atanother,when you are as 
I fitly diſpoſedto be affeted as ar the firſt? Therefore con- 
: #$ . fider,ir is nor your reaſon and argumentation, but Chriſts 
| F blood thatdothall, by as'admirable, and yer fſecrer 0- 
tion. | 
'3- Your union to Chriſt on yowr part is begun,and part 
ly wrought by the underſtanding,and hence che good that 
3 you ger by ir arany timezitis from your union, or part of it 
Y * at leaſt. & | 
Y. Again you aſk me, whether Calvin doth not expreſſe Queff. 2, 
4 © fully my thoughts abour our Spiricuall union, in his lib. 4- 


© iP. 

{ anſwer, I have forgot what he hath wric,and my ſelf Azſww. 
have read long ſince ourof him, and for the preſence 1 have 
no Books about me where I am, and therefore cannot ſa- 
tisfie you in this, neither know I when [ ſhall ſeek to finde 
out the Book and place; if I haveleifure,[ will wfite to 

ou,or tell ſome of your friends before I am gone, what he 

th ajd or writ that way, &c. } 

Again thirdly, You defire me to tell you how wy ſelf gp 25.7 
came to the cure of Atheiſtical thoughts, and whether they as, 
did wear out, or whether they were rationally overe 
thrown. | | 

1 anſwer.at firſt they did wear out, meeting with fruit» Anſw. 
_ and dead-hearted company, which was at the Uni- 
yerſicy. ( 

2. The Lord awakened me again, and bid me beware 
leſt an old fore broke. our again; and this I found, that 
ſirgngrh of reaſun would commonly convince my under- 
ſtanding tharthere was a God, bur 1 felt ic urrerly inſuffici- 
cenr to perſwade my will of ir unlefle it was by fits, when 
as 1 thought Gods Spirit moved upon the Chaosof thoſe 
—_— thoughts 3 and this 1 chink will be: found 8 
rut A : f Ps JH" 

E | 3. Idid groan under the bondage of thoſe -unheligyivg 
3 - thoughts, looking up, and fighing to the Lord, chas if;he 
4 wereas his works and word declared himro beghe would 
be pleaſed ro reveal himſelf by. his own beams, and ;pere 


| | Grade wy games - --þ 


: Fc + OW I BR? TS I 
oO OP I RO 
*7- 28 I; y ay, 


bow 


R-, Py ; . c LO 
Me Reno 2 P fo BE Oe Oe I IT 
- ET INENSY! gee RUN ; ” i Fr: + Fs 6 x 13 <x Xt Fa IR nl 
5 or" 2 4 "3 _ v Y: Fg 98 


| heing,which ifhe would do,1 ſhould account it the great-. 

eſt mercy that ever he ſhewed me. And after grievous and | 
heavy perplexicies, when I was by them almoſt forced eo | 

make an end of my (elf and finfull life,and to be mine own . 

Executioner, the Lord came berween the bridge and the [ 

watcr, and ſect me out of anguiſh of ſpirit, (as ſhe prayed | 

for a child) to pray unto him for light inthe midit of fo | 

great darkneſs : In which time he reveal-d himſelf,mani- | 
feſted his Iove,ſtilled all thoſe raging thoughts,gave return 
in great meaſure of them3 ſo rhatthough I could not read 
the Scripture without blaſphemous thoughts before,now 1 
ſaw a glory,a majeſty, a myſtery, a depth in it,which fully 
perſwaded, and which light (I defire to ſpeak it ro the 
glory of his ſree grace,ſceing you cal me to it Jis not whol- 

ly pur out , but remains while I defire to walk-cloſcly. 
with him,unto this day: . And thus the Lord opened mine 

eyes, andcured me of this miſery 3 and if any ſuch bale: 
—_— come(like beggers to my door to my minde, and 

/ pur theſe ſcruples ro me, I uſe to ſend them away with this 

. .anſwer, Why ſhall I queſtion that Truth, which I have | 

yay bona eprom ns | TR 

1 Bur you ſay this remedy 1s , viz. of prayer , -but. 

oben —_ cannor uſe it, eſpecially becauſe you Abo rhe. 

Truth of God. | DES 

dafw. Yet (dear Sir) give not over this Trade, you wilt 
doubtleſle finde it gainfull, when it may be God-hath la- 

den you more with theſe thonghts, and made you loath 

your ſelffor them. But the thing ſeems ſtrange tome, if 

I miſtake you not, viz. that your heart will not be per-: 

fwaded, but that you muſt reſolve your doubts concern--/ 

ing the perfe&ion of 'Scripture, not by ſeeking ro harmo-: } 

nize rhoſe paſſages that: ſeem to croſle one another, bur:] 

| by aſcribing ſome humanity or error, (if I may interpret 

you.) ro the Pen-men, fſceing St. Paxl ſaith, We oreplalls | 

but in parr, and ſeeing one of the Evangeliſts leaves our | 

the doxology in the Lords Prayer. | "51 

- Sir, if you take theſe thoaghts, ariſing from theſc and 

the like grounds, as you burden, I donor blame yon, but : 

piry. in that reſpet z bur if your judgement indeed 

try you ſhould harbour ſuch thoughts one 

| motto margin arvorhwk Re | = 
Scriptures t ighe crre, bur it is $2 -. 

as they were inſpired, or TITER it)as rthey-/ 

wee moreder crried in the arms of the Holy Ghoſt,aod 
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| opheſic bur in pare, and is this an argument, 
becauſe he did nor propheie fully, therefore in ſome 


| things he did not propheſie truly? 1 am perſwaded you 
| will fay there are many things my poor thoughts have 


| in 
| God directed the four Evangeliſts 10 write, yer ſo, as they 


ed to you, as true and yet I am perſwadedI do 
propheſie (if I may fo ſay) bur in part, The Spirit of 


did not all write what another writ, bur in great wiſdom 


left ſome things doubtfull, and ſhort in one, which are 


more clear and full in another : and hence the Doxology 
is fully ſet down in one, and not in another, and. many 
reaſons I could ſet you down why, but that ir is needlefſe; 


'T grant you ought not to put up all with a charicable opi- 


nion of Scripture, but if you can, | by reaſon, reading, and 
comparing, help your heart co a full perſwaſion, this is 
Scripture : but many things you cannot get fatisfaion 
for, by that way and means, bur-ſtill your Spirit will be 
left dark and doubrfull; Whar —_ e will you here 
take ſor reſolution, which is Scripture? The Papiſts fay 
iris ſo,becauſe the Church hath chriſtacd ir for Scripture 3 
you ſay you willſce reaſon for itthart ir is, ſo, or c o wy 
cannot be ſatisfied, then I fear you will never be ſatished, 
I think, in this caſe therfore theſe two things youare todo. 

r. Togo to God by prayer, to give you a reſolution of - 
all your doubts, and by ſome means or other, ſome light 
to ſee whether this is his word or not. Secondly, if this 
be his word, that he would perſwagde your heart of it, 


thatitis ſo; For the leaſt reſolution which ..is Scripture, 
-.- and which is not, is made by the fame 


| wafion, and 
fole perſwaſion of the ſame Spiric that wrir the Scripture. 
Concerningthe Angels chata d ro Mary, {ce Gerard, 
and he briefly,(I think )will @rtisfie you ; . In your anſwer 
tothe parti ſcruples about the Scripture ſenſe, and 
flonancy of them. . Onely this 1 will-adde to the 

laſt clauſe abouc theſe things, that if the $criprure be in- 
| nc 2 oa Holy Ghoſt, and that nor in the ſum and ſub- 
of it, but to every word and ſentence of it, which 

I think you will not doubt.of, when you haye conſidered 
it, then I think it will undeniably follow, that the ſame 
pirit of Truth is alſo a Jpirir of @rder, and hence the me- = 
home Avg TIE ae pe 50 
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dnſw. 


burthened with tavoltnmaty'l tnficitic, as buitios: hs if 


'vings of the hearr, as by reading ſome patheticall Letters, 


: cup of wine,the ſpirit is made more chearful-& lively,Gec. 


nian uiverfall grace (as they deſcribe it) may be the: ef- 


- Iwer,by thefe rwo things ch _— 


RY {47 na .chec, guy 


not as-ſins. Tay nothing now, becauſe 1 perceive byone | - 
parrof your reply, that the Lord hath done youſonie good | 
by the firſt anſwer, only ic js your grief you cariior' fete! 
them, nor condemn your ſelf for rhem, as danimivg | 
For ſatisfa&ion 'of which, I hope this reply ro your'l cond 
trouble will give you ſome farisfaftion.' - q 
Again, to your fourth queſtion, 'to know wheher theſe! 
changes you have fometimes, and theſe movings of' the 
Spirir, are nor of naturall temper,or Gods Spirit: It ſeems 
1 did alittle miſtake the-meaning, becauſe you -meant not 
the main work of grace, bur occafionall ſtirrings and mo- 


your Spirit is moved with joy or forrow, which it may. 
be will not be ſtirred at ſome orher rime, as by drinking a 


I anſwer theſe three things. 

x. Firſt, Thatir is very uſefull for naturall affeRions to 
be raiſed by a naturall reniper, as by drinking,-cating, no-: 
veltineſle of the Goſpel, Fohn's candle flies were raviſhed 
with the Goſpel : people are naturally moved ſometimes | 
by a chundering M niſter , yet never a whit the 'more| | 
grace, &c. and it is a good ſpeech of Door Ames : Armi- 


feR of a good dinner ſometimes. 
2. That though the being of grace depinds nor upon. 
the remper of the body, yet the exerciſe of grace, and. 
many gitrs of grace,, together with the feeling of it, doth. 
And hence a'good dinner, and ſometimes wine- to a 
melancholy (if gracious) heart may remove rem rohiben- | 
tem,that may keep grace, as joy and thankfulnefſe, from 
workin ng; and fo take the grace and draw ir our;not'creare 
and diffuſe the grace: The Prophet called ( darmereis 
for a Minſtril, which ſome think, -(and rhat- upon good | | 
grounds ) was to raiſe up his heavy heart, and-make Shim} . 
chearfull and-fir to ſpeak : che body is the inſtrument, 
which ifit be broken. the beſt grace will hardly ſound,bur 
if ary. — will. Kath ip __ _ 
3. If you now when't things w- out 
The; Contain thing like MORE ne: nh bo an- 


+: If irberrueigrace, it+ ever makes 
and vile in your own eyes, and 
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CARE EHNA ad Fes the Th : 
t ber you; for this is a ſtandivg rule; 
what ies from nature, and a mans elf, it ever ; 
fr Hallds wk av returns to ſelf again z what ever graze Y 
comes tromiChrift, it drives # man our of himſelf,” bymas _ _ 4 
| ki \atip nag & draws him unro Chriſt thar ſent him, =_ 
T Lk naking hith chankful;l think all grace,and ſtirrings,and | 
S toyings, ap" have nor this double effe& in ſome meaſure, 
hel ſuþcRed, and if they have, it .is dangerous to 
Load! dow eee ef ey are true or no. 
wy fifth thing abour prytidence.you of Ego you Queſt. 2 
Proc: crime Med doftive providence; alrhough you do . 
or: arive me ori in all your occafions, and euifdir, 
| $, You meet withall, asnamely, you can thank 
Goto wp Lig away your life,&c. but you cannot ſee 
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. "God dglvig | 
| wer, r. , Conſi der what I'wit to youar firſt, abour , 7 
-q his queſtion it generdll. | | Anſw. Is 
\no-| |. 4. Yonderfadly whether any creature or appurrenatice 

| toit, hath ies being from it ff, of from the Will ani 
nies | Word of God, viz. I will have fuch a man to be,and ſuch 


roar ty be, bee, - 1 think you will ay noching can 
as 4 it thetefbre here is a poſitive providence in 


rm] 

>'ef- mu life, "liberty, Ke. 

OY Cotifidet whether the ame will and word that gives 

pon eh, rogechier with all ehe appurrenanices ro ir; doth \ 
and| 2 one! it 4T and motion. That.it is 6, 1 thusde- 

oth. it. 1. Lyery ctearure is nia efor dn end, for nb 


Gd! ws e cfficicut, bur works for ſome wiſe end. s. That nd 
ben-| creature can lead ir elf to irs end, if ſinful or ircarionalt. 
rom | $- God miſt and dorh lead it by irs ſeverall ats & movings 
eace| [rothatend. Hence, 4: Every aQis determined byGod. 
»Ww) Aiddalthouph 1 grant ſore cfeatures move freely, ſome 
ood larjly, yet it. is from a poſitive, will and providence 
him fda move,a&,and ſce: Therefore you ſee wk tcauſe 
| reals fog {ce a _palirive providence m every thi ing. 

acernng the ©, ye Tops Oh chicTha tint 
to wry ors, yet I have writ cnoug 

e, and the Lord knows whether ever more or 
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Spicirare laitfor wan of wricing, cipecially when there 
is yaſcaſos of ſpraking? Truly vi, I'meer with few' thee 
are much troubled in tiiar manner.as your ſelf, bur they | 
on In an caſic, s yer, and very dangerous: way; w # 
troubles (1'peri»ade. my (elf) keep-youawakii 
ſwaded) the Lord iurends ro uſe you for more than com- 


mogſervice, if you wade. well through them 5 however,as 
I ſaid before, be not diſcouraged, or roo much perplexed 


Jn ſorrow. for them. For ſurely, as farce as 1 can guefle, - 


rhe Lord is preparing ycu for himſl; by them. I ſhall nor 
forget you, rhough | never ſaw you : and I beſeech you . 
if you have any ſpark of affe:tion roward mc, Kindled by 
theſe few liges,, remember when you are beſt able ro pray 
for your ſelf, ro remembcr to look afrer me and mine, and 
all char go witty me on che mighcy warers, and then to' 
look wp and Tigh ro Heaven for me, that 'the Lord woul 


our of his free grace bur bring ine to thar good Land, 


and thoſe glorious Ordinances, and thar there I may bur 
behold the face of the 'Lord m his Temple, th he 


"never delight to uſe me there, though 1 and mine ſhould 


polithly beg there, and that if the Lord ſhould call me' to 
my ſolemn work and fervice tcr the good of his Church 
and People, and company rhar g'- with me, or are goie 
before me, tat then the Lord Jelus would reveal his ſe- 
'crets rome, and crable me the liccle rime't havero live, 


* $obe fiui full co him, and to have, 4 larger cart than 
tire 


ever for him. Az for your (<1, I ſhall defire he Lord to 
keep you blame 1c Nc aud uniported iv a0 evill worid, and 


that a» he hath begun, ſo he. would pcrfett, and. crown | 


His di-inc graces and work in you, aud that you may be 
.preſerved irom nationall fins, which ſhortly bring Natio- 
nal and moſt heavy plagucs. . 7 HP a | dn 

.  Andche preſence of the Lord may abide with von, "mad 
110 you, uncill the Lord call for you. * Remember my Fiud 
Joye to your Father, whoſe name T have forgor, and'by 


Py 


by buſjaeſſe.” Now the peace'of Jelus Chti 


whom { could not ſeadtheſe” lines, being then hindred 


ſt be. wich yon, 


and keep you vprighr and blamelel Ef earh: | Andif 


day, thin F 
F z #s #5 $4 


£143 


peyer ſce you more ill the laſt and great 
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